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FOUR MONTANANS TO DISCUSS COAL STRIP MINING 
BEFORE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES SUB-CO~liVJITTEE 
MISSOULA--
Four ~~ntanans will participate in a panel discussion on coal strip mining Tuesday 
(May 15) before the U.S. House of Representatives sub-committee of the Interior and Insular 
Affairs Committee in Washington, D.C. 
Melvin Morris, professor emeritus of range management at the University of Montana 
School of Forestry; Richard Hodder, research associate at fviontana State University, Bozeman; 
Dr. Carl Wambolt, range specialist for the ~ISU Extension Division, and Wallace McRae, ranch-
er from Colstrip, will participate in the panel. 
Dr. Robert R. Curry, UM associate professor of geology, was asked by sub-committee mern-
ber Morris K. Udall, a Democrat from Arizona, to participate in the panel but he \vill be un-
able to attend because of class limitations. Curry's questions will be presented by Wambolt. 
Curry said that Hodder and Morris will attempt to sho\v that the land can be effectively 
reclaimed after coal strip mining in such areas as Colstrip. ~IcRae and Wambolt will argue 
that reclamation is much more difficult than suggested by previous studies especially in a 
plains area such as Colstrip, Curry added. 
Curry noted that the ur.J School of Forestry l'lhere ~1orris taught is receiving grant 
moneys from Burlington Northern Corp. and that the Department of Animal and Range Sciences, 
which Hodder is associated with, receives moneys from Montana Power Co.'s subsidiary, 
Western Energy. 
The Burlington Northern Corp. has recently leased 225,000 acres of Eastern Montana coal 
land for strip mining. Western Energy is involved in strip mining operations and coal power 
generation development in Eastern Montana. 
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